
                   

                Safety Bulletin 
 

Tornado Safety For Home & School 
 

 
HOME: 
 
Before the storm:  

  Develop a plan for you and your family for home, work, school, and when outdoors.  
  Practice safety drills frequently.  
  Know the name of the county/parish in which you live. Keep a map nearby to follow 

the movement of storms announced on weather bulletins.  
  Have a NOAA Weather Radio with a warning alarm tone and battery backup to 

receive warnings.  
  Listen to radio or television for the latest information.  
  If away from your home, listen to forecasts and take precautions if threatening 

weather is possible.  
 

If a warning is issued or severe weather approaches:  
  In a home or building, move to a designated shelter, such as a basement or storm   

cellar.  
  If an underground shelter is not available, move to a small, interior room or hallway 

on the lowest floor. Get under a sturdy piece of furniture.  
  DO NOT seek shelter in buildings with large expanse roofs, such as malls, 

auditoriums, gymnasiums, or cafeterias.  
  Stay away from windows.  
  Get out of automobiles and mobile homes.  
  If no shelter is available, lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression away from power lines 

and streambeds.  
  DO NOT seek shelter under highway bridges or overpasses. 

 
 
SCHOOL: 
Prepare a plan in advance: 
 

  School administrators and teachers should prepare a plan for all situations, including 
arrival, lunch, recess, departure times, and field trips.  

  Tornado shelters should be designed by a registered engineer or architect. Special 
provisions should be made for disabled students and those in portable or temporary 
classroom facilities.  

  Have available a NOAA Weather Radio (with a warning alarm tone) for weather 
information and a megaphone or compressed air horn in case the intercom fails.  

 
If threatening weather is anticipated, keep children at school beyond regular hours. Cancel 
lunches or large assemblies. 



If a warning is issued or severe weather approaches: 
 

• Follow your teacher's instructions.  
• Walk in an orderly fashion to a designated shelter or an enclosed hallway (away from 

windows). Avoid auditoriums, gymnasiums and any cafeteria with large unreinforced 
walls.  

• Crouch down near the wall and cover your head.  
• Wait for the "all clear" signal from the school before returning to the classroom.  
• If outdoors or on a bus, immediately return to the building, to an interior hallway. If no 

shelter is available, lie in a nearby ditch.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The information provided in this document is intended for use as a guideline and is not intended as, nor does it constitute, legal or professional advice. 
Marcotte Insurance does not warrant that adherence to, or compliance with, any recommendations, best practices, checklists, or guidelines will result in a 
particular outcome. In no event will Marcotte Insurance or any of its subsidiaries or affiliates be liable in tort or in contract to anyone who has access to or 
uses this information. Marcotte Insurance does not warrant that the information in this document constitutes a complete and finite list of each and every item 
or procedure related to the topics or issues referenced herein. Furthermore, federal, state or local laws, regulations, standards or codes may change from 
time to time and the reader should always refer to the most current requirements. . 


